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Introduction 
 
Lead has been used for centuries in many different forms. The following list details some of the 
common and unique items which contain lead around the home.  
 
The lead is bound up in the matrix or structure of these items. In most instances the surfaces of 
these items deteriorate over time and the corrosion products which are commonly encountered 
are noted also. 
 
Items 
 
Lead metal  
 
Most often found as metallic items such cutlery, plates and cast items, such as bullets, fishing 
sinkers, or sculptures and similar such as ‘toy soldiers’ or chess pieces. 
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Paint 
 
Paint may be observed as decorative or protective coatings on walls, ceilings, window 
frames/sills, furniture, toys, artistic paintings or sculptures.  
 
Surfaces painted with lead based paint and exposed to the elements, such as external painted 
surfaces including window sills, usually crack, craze, chip and peel over time.  
 
The paint also ‘breaks down’ over time causing a fine white powder (a lead salt, usually lead 
carbonate) to appear over the paint. 
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PVC Pipes  
 
Old white/grey stormwater pipes and guttering systems.  
 
The surface usually deteriorates over time and lead is found in the powdery corrosion deposits on 
the surface of the products. 
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Lead flashing  
 
Corrosion deposits (white powder on surface of flashing), drill shavings in roof space from 
construction work. 
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Lead solder  
 
Splatter from plumbing/gasworks in the ceiling space, splatter from hobby electronic work. 
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Lead pipes and lead soldered copper pipes  
 
Old plumbing may contain sections of lead pipe or lead fittings. 
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Hot-dip galvanized iron/steel  
 
The ‘galv’ coating has lead mixed in with the zinc in the manufacturing process.  
 
Also found on ceramic coated iron/steel as an anticorrosion measure, items such as old bath 
tubs, wash tubs or sinks and other ‘enamelled surfaces’ (old basins, bowls, plates, jugs and 
cups). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 8 

Pewter  
 
A mixture of tin (80-95%) and other metals, until recently including lead, usually found as 
old/antique trophies, mugs and ornamental cutlery.  
 
Sometimes used in sculptures and other physical pieces of art. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 9 

Leaded ‘crystal’  
 
Usually found as ornaments and glassware. Some old pieces of glass works, such as display 
cabinet shelves and the like, can contain lead. 
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Leadlight  
 
Surface of leadlight ‘came’, which is the lead metal beading between the pieces of glass. 
 
In old works, the glass itself can be leaded ‘crystal’ glass. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Fine white powder of corroded lead on leadlight ‘came’. 
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Surface glazing on pottery and old fine china  
 
Old ceramics can have leaded paint and decorations covered with a ‘lead’ glazing, the clear 
glasslike shiny surface. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


